
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: “When Thunder Writes a Letter” is the name of the current 5-week sermon series, which has 
been designed to invite us to explore the major themes of 1 John and how they apply in the life of a disciple 
of Jesus in this day and age.  Today’s sermon, “True Light,” is the third in the series.  You will find the order of 
worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
   9:00 a.m.   Traditional Worship 
 10:05 a.m.   Sunday School
 11:00 a.m.   Contemporary Worship 
   5:00 p.m.   Kids for Christ
   5:00 p.m.   Youth
   5:30 p.m.   Growth Group
   7:30 p.m.   College Ministry
Monday:
   7:00 p.m.   Boy Scouts
   8:00 p.m.   College Growth Group

In Depth: Sunday 
School classes are 
offered at 10:05 a.m. 
for all ages. To learn 
more about Adult 
Sunday School classes, 
call Amy Wilson 
Feltz at 672-7893 or 
send her an e-mail 
to amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s music 
ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. (The Mission Field has 
been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of the church locally: McMurry University 
(and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

Check out our website, www.aldersgateabilene.
org, on the “connect” page for an updated 

calendar of events! 

Tuesday: 
     1:00 p.m.  Ladies reading Program
     6:00 p.m.   Jubilee Ringers
Wednesday:
     2:00 p.m. Growth Group
     6:30 p.m.  Growth Group
     7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir

    Kids for Christ starts tonight, and we are 
looking forward to a great semester! This 
ministry is for kids who are 3 years old 
through the 5th Grade, and we also offer 
childcare for kids younger than 3 whose 
parents are in a Growth Group. During 
this time, we eat supper, have a lesson, 
play games, and go to choir. Supper will be 
chili dogs tonight. The cost is either $25 for 
the whole semester or $10 for the month, 
which will help cover the cost of the meals. 
Preschoolers will go to the Preschool Room 

(first room around the corner where they have children’s church), Kindergarteners - 2nd Graders will meet 
on the Playground through Room C, and the 3rd-5th Graders will meet in Terra Nova.  This is a great time 
for the kids to learn more about the lesson from the morning, make friends in a more casual atmosphere, 
participate in the choir, and just have fun together! I sincerely hope you will bring your kids and let them 
try it out. Please email me at children@aldersgateabilene.org or call or text me at (325)660-5529 if you have 
any questions! — Alayna Brooks

   Children’s Ministry: Kids for Christ Starts Tonight!



Bowie: Weekend Food Program

Worship Ministry: Nicene Creed

      For many students and their parents, going back to school means the students will be assured of receiving 
two hot meals a day. This can be a welcome relief after a long summer of struggling to put enough food on 
the table for everyone in the household. Every weekend, however, that struggle resumes, which is exactly 

why members of Aldersgate participate in a Weekend Food Program 
for qualifying students at Bowie Elementary School. Every year, 
the number of students at Bowie who are eligible for this program 
increases.  Last year, more than 50 students qualified, and we expect 
that number to go up again this year. Deborah Barner and her team 
meet at the school on a regular basis to pack food for these students 
and their siblings to ensure that they will leave school on Friday 
afternoon with plenty of accessible, nutritious food until they are 
able to return to school on Monday morning. If you are interested in 
working to connect these precious students with food to meet their 
basic human need of hunger when they do not have access to meals 
at school, please contact Deborah Barner at tsadb@suddenlink.net or 
(325)232-6856. She will be glad to hear from you! 
— Amy Wilson Feltz

    In our worship at Aldersgate, we incorporate various elements 
that have deep historical connection to the faith of our parents. For 
generations, the recitation of creeds has been an important way 
to express corporately devotion and commitment to God. These 
recitations are rooted in the theological tradition of the ancient 
Israelites in their confession of God’s activity and affirmation of 
faith and are a way of clarifying the convictions of believers.
     In the traditional service, we have been reciting the Apostle’s 
Creed for some time. This creed grew out of an early baptismal 
creed that was used in Rome in the 3rd Century, was standardized 
by Charlemagne during his reign, and later adopted by Rome. It is a common creed in the West.
   Recently, we have begun reciting the Nicene Creed, which also can be found in the Methodist hymnal. The 
name of this creed derives from first of two councils of Church leaders who gathered during Constantine’s 
reign to settle conflicting understandings as to the nature of Christ. The Council of Nicaea was convened 
in 325 A.D., and a second council, the Council of Constantinople, completed the work later in the 4th 
Century. In essence, this creed affirms that the divinity of Christ, the Son, is “of the same substance” as the 
divinity of God, the Father, and that the Holy Spirit is issued from and part of the deity of the triune God. 
This communal acceptance helped avert potential interpretations toward worshiping many Gods. It’s broad 
acceptance helped unify the Christian church. — David Wallis



When THUNDER Writes a Letter: True Light
I John 2:3-14

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

The Gospel according to Yoda…

Why Thunder writes revisited (I John 1:3, 2:1, 12-14)

God is Light and the great dichotomy 

 - Light and Darkness

 - Truth and Lies

 - Love and hate

 - Obedience and Disobedience

Walking in the True Light of the New Commandment (15:9-17)

Checking our hate?

A Truly Great Church….

Every man must decide whether he will walk in the light of creative altruism or in the darkness of 
destructive selfishness. 

— Martin Luther King



Growth Group Questions 
Fall 2015, Week 1

1.  Introduce and tell a little about yourself (where you grew up, your career, 
your family, a highlight from the summer, etc.)

2.  Go over the “Purpose of Growth Groups.” (You will receive this document at 
your first group meeting.) Look up the listed Scriptures and discuss them.

3.  Go over the “Growth Group Covenant.” (You will receive this at your first 
group meeting).

4.  This week’s sermon was introduced by a clip from the “Star Wars” saga.  
What is your favorite thing about “Star Wars,” or why do you not like it so 
much?  Do you agree or disagree with Yoda’s assessment that “fear leads to 
anger . . . anger leads to hate . . . hate leads to suffering?”  Explain.

5.  Was there anything about his week’s message, “True Light,” that drew you to 
the edge of your seat and really got you thinking?

                                                                                                                            



Growth Group Questions Continued

6.  Read I John 2:3-8. Many are put off by the words “commands” and “obey.”  
Why do you think this is?  Why do you think John is insistent that keeping/
obeying God’s commands is so important? 

7.  What circumstances make it easy for you to sacrifice, love, and serve others?  
What makes it challenging?

8.  Read I John 2:9-11. What types of situations make you say you “hate” 
someone? Is John’s threshold for hate in this passage about the same as yours?

9.  Pastor Steve said, “Walking in the light of God and living as Jesus lived will 
always lead us to have larger hearts of love for and acts of sacrifice towards 
the most difficult, cantankerous, and hard to love people.”  Can you think of a 
difficult person for whom God may be calling you to make a sacrifice for in the 
week ahead?



   For those of you who were unable to attend the youth parent 
meeting, here is what we discussed:
   Meal Sign-ups: For those of you who would like to help in 
the kitchen with cooking for your youth and children on Sunday 
nights, please speak to Daniel or Alayna. 
  Contact Info: Daniel Mathis, Youth Director, (325)370-5223, 
youth@aldersgateabilene.org; Pheobe Head, Assistant Youth 
Director, (830) 708-5703; for EZ text reminders, text “gracepeace 
youth” to the number 313131.
    Interns: Our interns this year are Heide Forrester and Wyatt 
Goettsch.
   Sunday School (10:05-10:55 a.m.): Pheobe and Heide will be 
teaching Sunday school, but we would love to have you help or 
teach if you are interested!
    Sunday Nights (5:00-7:00 p.m.): Worship, food, and fun.
  Fall 2015 Big Events: September 20, Rummage Sale Set-
up; October 31, Trunk or Treat; November 15 & 22, One Less 

Purchasing  and Packing; December 13, Progressive Dinner Party.
    Spring 2016 Big Events: January 22 & 23, Citywide 2016 (TBD); March 14-18, Spring Break Ski Trip.

College Ministry: Growth Groups for Students
      I am very excited to announce that our college ministry has started two Growth Groups designed specifically 
for college students. First, we have started a group for first-year students, which meets on Monday nights 
at 8:00 p.m. Former student and friend Carly Payne leads this group. The group will begin studying a series 
created by Sparkhouse called Animate: Faith. The series will combine a variety of contemporary Christian 
voices, creative reflection, and authentic discussion. The 
second group, led by Dennis Land, the college ministry 
student intern from McMurry, will work through the 
book The Good and Beautiful Community by James Bryan 
Smith. Smith challenges his readers with both his message 
and suggested exercises. This group will meet on Thursday 
nights at 8:30 p.m. 
    If you are a student and are looking for a place to encourage 
and challenge your faith journey, I highly recommend that 
you consider joining one of these two groups. We all need 
help in learning to live into the calling of discipleship that 
we have received from Jesus, which is why we have created 
these groups. Let’s learn and grow in the ways of Jesus 
together; there is a place for you. — Kyle Watson

Youth Ministry: Parent Meeting Notes



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Clay Meadows
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt
Alice Shaw
Delmon Wilson

Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Mary Buckner
Millie Speed
Ely Marvin

Presence                       9.6.2015

Budget for 2015 = $808,647.00
Received This Week = $20,851.10
Received This Month-to-Date = $20,851.10
Received Year-to-Date = $549,921.43
2015 Faith Promise Pledge = $41,819.00
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $32,751.44
Total Playground Pledges & Donations = $75,495.00

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Service = 203
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service = 169 

Total Worship = 372
Sunday School = 163

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free 
childcare is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi



by Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

We invite you to 
read Eat This Book: A 
Conversation in the Art 
of Spiritual Reading by 
Eugene H. Peterson. If 
you would like a copy, 
please call the church 
office at 672-7893, or make a note on 
the Welcome Card, and we will order 
a copy for you. The price is $15. Grace 
and Peace!
  —  Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

You are Invited!                

Sun:    
Mon:  
Tue:   
Wed:  
Thur:  
Fri:    
Sat:      
How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages 
that will take you through the Bible in 
a year. Please consider reading both 
each day as we continue to grow in our 
knowledge of God’s word.  

Job 17-20
Job 21-23
Job 24-28
Job 29-31
Job 32-34
Job 35-37
Job 38-39

In the spirit of the early Methodists, we 
are inviting you to read I John in one of 
several different ways during this 
sermon series (August 30 - October 3). 
1) Read the whole book every day.  
2) Read a chapter a day for five days out
    of the week.  
3) Read the same chapter daily for a 
     week. 
Any of these options will give you deep 
exposure to the book in the Bible that 
the early Methodists believed to be 
most important.

   Sermon Passages

     Chronological Bible Readings

     On September 22, 2013, the Administrative Board (Aldersgate’s 
governing body) commissioned a group of people to serve as the 
Futuring Team.
    Since our formation, the Futuring Team has been hard at work, 
preparing to discern God’s will and to make recommendations 
for the future of this congregation. We now are ready to begin the 
discernment process, and the first thing we feel led to do is to listen 
— to God and to you.
     That’s why you all are invited this Fall to attend one of 10 Vision 
Huddles, which have been designed to empower you to share your 
observations, hopes, dreams and the visions God has given you 
about the future of our congregation. In short, these Vision Huddles 
invite us to envision the future together, by the prompting of the 
Holy Spirit, much like we did five years ago when Pastor Steve and 
Alayna invited everyone (in small groups) into their home so that 
we could listen and dream together. After five years of spiritual 
growth and fruitful missional efforts, it is time to envision again!
      Beginning next week, you will have the opportunity to RSVP to 
a Vision Huddle in one of three ways: by signing up in the Welcome 
Center on Sunday morning, by registering online at www.
aldersgateabilene.org or by calling Kathryn Andrews, Church 
Administrator, at (325) 672-7893. Shortly after you RSVP, you 
will be sent a questionnaire to consider and complete prayerfully 
before attending your Vision Huddle. This questionnaire has been 
designed to prepare all of our hearts and minds for discussions that 
will aid in the discernment of God’s next steps for our congregation.
The dates and times for these gatherings are as follows: Saturday, 
October 10, from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.; Saturday, October 10, 
from 12:45 to 2:15 p.m.; Thursday, October 15, from 6:30-8:00 p.m.; 
Saturday, October 24, from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.; Saturday, 
October 24, from 12:45 to 2:15 p.m.; Sunday, October 25, from 3:00 
to 4:30 p.m.; Sunday, November 1, from 3:00 to 4:30 p.m.; Thursday, 
November 5, from 6:30-8:00 p.m.; Saturday, November 7, from 
10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.; Saturday, November 7, from 12:45 to 2:15 
p.m. 
       So please, consider yourself invited to the Vision Huddles at 
Aldersgate UMC!


